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Welcome to worship.  We are glad you are here and hope 
you will return tomorrow morning for our celebration of the 
empty tomb. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The service begins in darkness.  All gather in silence. 
 
GREETING 
One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ T, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
 
One: Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night 

when our Savior Jesus Christ passed from death to 
life, we gather with the church throughout the world 
in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of Jesus Christ. 
Through light and the word, through water and oil, 
bread and wine, we proclaim Christ's death and 
resurrection, share Christ's triumph over sin and 
death, and await Christ's coming again in glory. 

 
The new fire is lighted. The presiding minister waits until the 
fire is burning before praying. 
 
One: Let us pray. 
All: Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light 

of life to all the world.  Bless this new fire, and 
increase in us a desire to shine forth with the 
brightness of Christ's rising, until we feast at the 
banquet of eternal light; through the Sun of 
righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
The presiding minister lights the paschal candle, using a 
taper from the fire, and says: 
 



 
One: The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness 

of our hearts and minds. 
 
One: The light of Christ.   All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
One: The light of Christ.   All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
One:  The light of Christ.  All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

The paschal candle is placed in its stand. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
One:   Let us pray.  Eternal giver of life and light, this holy 
night shines with the radiance of the risen Christ. Renew 
your church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may 
worship you in sincerity and truth and may shine as a light in 
the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.    All:   Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

  



VIGIL READINGS, RESPONSES, AND PRAYERS 
 

Each reading is followed by a sung response. After the 
response there is silence for reflection, followed by a prayer. 

 
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1—2:4a 
 
Creation 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the 
earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness covered 
the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters.  3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and 
there was light.  4And God saw that the light was good; and 
God separated the light from the darkness.  5God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first day. 
  6And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of 
the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters."  
7So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 
under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. 
And it was so.  8God called the dome Sky. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second day. 
  9And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be 
gathered together into one place, and let the dry land 
appear." And it was so.  10God called the dry land Earth, and 
the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And 
God saw that it was good.  11Then God said, "Let the earth 
put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of 
every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it." And it 
was so.  12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding 
seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with 
the seed in it. And God saw that it was good.  13And there 
was evening and there was morning, the third day.  14And 



God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to 
separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs 
and for seasons and for days and years,  15and let them be 
lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." 
And it was so.  16God made the two great lights — the 
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the 
night — and the stars.  17God set them in the dome of the sky 
to give light upon the earth,  18to rule over the day and over 
the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And 
God saw that it was good.  19And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fourth day. 
  20And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of 
living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 
dome of the sky."  21So God created the great sea monsters 
and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with 
which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good.  22God blessed them, 
saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth."  23And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
  24And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living 
creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild 
animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so.  25God 
made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the 
cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the 
ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
  26Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our 
image, according to our likeness; and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the 
air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 
earth." 
   
 



27So God created humankind in his image, 
  in the image of God he created them; 
  male and female he created them. 
  28God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 
every living thing that moves upon the earth."  29God said, 
"See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon 
the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; 
you shall have them for food.  30And to every beast of the 
earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that 
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 
have given every green plant for food." And it was so.  31God 
saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
sixth day. 
   
Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their 
multitude.  2And on the seventh day God finished the work 
that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all 
the work that he had done.  3So God blessed the seventh day 
and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work 
that he had done in creation. 
  4These are the generations of the heavens and the 
earth when they were created. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST RESPONSE:   You Are My All in All 
 
Verse 1 
You are my strength 
When I am weak 
You are the treasure 
That I seek 
You are my all in all 
Seeking You as a precious jewel 
Lord to give up I'd be a fool 
You are my all in all 
 
Chorus 
Jesus Lamb of God 
Worthy is Your name 
Jesus Lamb of God 
Worthy is Your name 
 
Verse 2 
Taking my sin 
My cross my shame 
Rising again I bless Your name 
You are my all in all 
When I fall down You pick me up 
When I am dry You fill my cup 
You are my all in all 
 
CCLI Song # 825356 
Dennis Jernigan 
© 1991 Shepherd's Heart Music, Inc. (Admin. by PraiseCharts 
Publishing, Inc.)   CCLI License # 11467796 
 
 
 



FIRST PRAYER 
Silent reflection. 

 
One: Almighty and ever-lasting God, wonderful in all your 

works: Let your people understand that even more 
marvelous than the world’s creation is your gift at the 
end of time: the sacrifice of our Passover Lamb, your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 
 
SECOND READING: Exodus 14:10-15:1 
 
Red Sea 
10As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there 
were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the 
Israelites cried out to the LORD. 11They said to Moses, "Was 
it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken 
us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, 
bringing us out of Egypt? 12Is this not the very thing we told 
you in Egypt, 'Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? 
For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians 
than to die in the wilderness." 13But Moses said to the 
people, "Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the 
deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today; for 
the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. 
14The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep 
still." 
 

15Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? 
Tell the Israelites to go forward.  
 
 
 



 
SECOND RESPONSE:  Blessed Be The Lord Our God /  
    Every Move I Make 
 
Blessed be the Lord our God 
From everlasting to everlasting 
Blessed be the Lord our God 
From everlasting to everlasting 
 
And let all God's people say amen (Amen!)  
And let all God's people say amen (Amen!)  
And let all God's people say amen! 
Now praise the Lord 
 
Every move I make I make in You 
You make me move Jesus 
Every breath I take I breathe in You 
Every step I take I take in You 
You are my way Jesus 
Every breath I take I breathe in You 
 
Waves of mercy waves of grace 
Everywhere I look I see Your face 
Your love has captured me 
Oh my God this love how can it be 
 
La la la la la la la 
La la la la la la la la la 
 
(Repeat) 
 
CCLI Song # 1216067  Vanda Mathis  © 1993 Mathis, Vanda  
CCLI Song # 1595726  David Ruis © 1996 Mercy / Vineyard  
CCLI License # 11467796 



 
SECOND PRAYER 

Silent reflection. 
 

All: Amen. 
 
One: Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of 
human nature and yet more wonderfully restored it.  In your 
mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to 
share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 
 
THIRD READING 2 Samuel 7:1-17 
 
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD 
had given him rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king 
said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house 
of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." 3Nathan said to 
the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is 
with you." 

4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 
5Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you 
the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a 
house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from 
Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and 
a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the 
people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal 
leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my 
people Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?" 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant 
David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my 



people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, 
and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will 
make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones 
of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel 
and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, 
and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no 
more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges 
over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your 
enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD 
will make you a house. 12When your days are fulfilled and 
you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your 
offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, 
and I will establish his kingdom. 13He shall build a house for 
my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever. 14I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to 
me. When he commits iniquity, I will punish him with a rod 
such as mortals use, with blows inflicted by human beings. 
15But I will not take my steadfast love from him, as I took it 
from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16Your house 
and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; 
your throne shall be established forever. 17In accordance 
with all these words and with all this vision, Nathan spoke to 
David. 

 
  



THIRD RESPONSE:  Lord I Lift Your Name on High 
 
Verse 
Lord I lift Your name on high 
Lord I love to sing Your praises 
I'm so glad You're in my life 
I'm so glad You came to save us 
 
Chorus 
You came from heaven to earth 
To show the way 
From the earth to the cross 
My debt to pay 
From the cross to the grave 
From the grave to the sky 
Lord I lift Your name on high 
 
CCLI Song # 117947 
Rick Founds 
© 1989 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing  
CCLI License # 11467796 
    
THIRD PRAYER 

Silent reflection. 
 
One: Holy God, you created all things by the power of your 

Word, and you renew the whole earth by your Spirit.  
Give now the water of life to all who thirst for you, 
that, rejoicing in your covenant of mercy, we may 
bring forth abundant fruit, through  Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.   

All: Amen. 
 
 



FOURTH READING: Judges 9:8-15 
 
 8The trees once went out 
 to anoint a king over themselves. 
 So they said to the olive tree, 
 'Reign over us.' 
 9The olive tree answered them, 
 'Shall I stop producing my rich oil 
 by which gods and mortals are honored, 
 and go to sway over the trees?' 
 10Then the trees said to the fig tree, 
 'You come and reign over us.' 
 11But the fig tree answered them, 
 'Shall I stop producing my sweetness 
 and my delicious fruit, 
 and go to sway over the trees?' 
 12Then the trees said to the vine, 
 'You come and reign over us.' 
 13But the vine said to them, 
 'Shall I stop producing my wine 
 that cheers gods and mortals, 
 and go to sway over the trees?' 
 14So all the trees said to the bramble, 
 'You come and reign over us.' 
 15And the bramble said to the trees, 
 'If in good faith you are anointing me king over you, 
 then come and take refuge in my shade; 
 but if not, let fire come out of the bramble 
 and devour the cedars of Lebanon.' 
 
 
 
 
 



FOURTH RESPONSE:  Lord Reign in Me 
 
Verse 1 
Over all the earth You reign on high 
Every mountain stream every sunset sky 
But my one request Lord my only aim 
Is that You'd reign in me again 
 
Chorus 
Lord reign in me reign in Your pow'r 
Over all my dreams in my darkest hour 
You are the Lord of all I am 
So won't You reign in me again 
 
Verse 2 
Over every thought over every word 
May my life reflect the beauty of my Lord 
'Cause You mean more to me 
Than any earthly thing 
So won't You reign in me again 
 

Chorus 
 
Lord reign in me reign in Your pow'r 
Over all my dreams in my darkest hour 
You are the Lord of all I am 
So won't You reign in me again 
So won't You reign in me again 
So won't You reign in me again 
 
 
CCLI Song # 2490706  Brenton Brown  CCLI License 
#11467796 
 



FOURTH PRAYER 
Silent reflection. 

 
One:  O God, you have united all nations in the confession 

of your name. Now give us the will and the power to 
do what you command, that the faith of the people 
whom you call to everlasting life may direct their 
speech and actions; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 
HALLE, HALLE, HALLE 
 

 



One: Christ is risen! 
All: He is risen, indeed! 
 

One:      Christ is risen! 
All:      He is risen, indeed! 
 

One: Christ is risen! 
All:  He is risen, indeed! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION    
 
One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our tanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
One: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 
you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious 
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true 
Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, 
who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has 
brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are fully of your glory.  Hosanna in 
the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 
 
 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

One: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.  You 
are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life.  We give you thanks for Jesus’ 
coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

All: Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again. 

One: Remembering, therefore, Jesus’ salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious 
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his 
coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God 
Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask 
you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your 
servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of 
Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed 
to live as your holy people and be given our 
inheritance with all your saints.  To you, O God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in 
your holy church, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION          

 One:   This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

All: Allelulia!  Thanks be to God. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

One:   The body and blood of our risen Lord and Savior 
strengthen you and give you grace. Alleluia. 

All: Allelulia!  Thanks be to God. 

BENEDICTION 
 
One: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 
peace. 
 

All: Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE  EASTER JOY by Linnea Micciulla 

T  T  T 
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