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June 2021 

Dear Messiah Lutheran Church Members and Friends, 
 
It’s been 15 months since we made the decision to halt in person services at the church 
building due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  In short order we were able to begin offering 
online services and have continued to do so.  We are especially grateful to Pastor Karl and 
Linnea for their leadership, time and effort in learning new skills and navigating social media 
to help us worship together virtually. 
 
Since the beginning of the pandemic, we have followed the guidance of the CDC, NH 
Governor’s Office, NH Department of Health and Human Services, and NE Synod, as we 
looked for the days when we could safely reopen the church building to hold worship 
services again.  Along the way, we have held some outdoor worship services (including a 
very cold Holy Week), following safety guidelines at the time.   
 
During the late spring there has been a decline in positivity rates for COVID-19 as people 
have become vaccinated.  With that in mind, Council has made the decision to begin 
holding weekly outdoor worship services, beginning on Sunday, June 27th.  Assuming the 
current rate of infection continues to stay steady or (hopefully) declines, our intent is to 
continue holding outdoor services during the summer and move to indoor services as of 
August 22nd.  During this time, Pastor will continue to create virtual worship services that 
people can access online.   
 

The metric that we are considering from the Nashua Public Health Dept. is that 
COVID-19 would be at a minimal transmission level, and a 1.4% positivity rate. 

 
We are especially grateful to those who served on the Reopening Committee — Pastor Karl, 
Deanna, Kenneth, Kim, and Linnea.  Along with looking at current health trends, they 
surveyed churches throughout New England to find out how other congregations 
approached having in-person services again. 
 
We ask that each person be respectful of others and follow precautions set in place, as 1) 
we may not know how other people feel about returning to in-person gatherings and 2) we 
should not assume that all who attend are vaccinated.  With that in mind, as we return to in-
person worship, Messiah will implement the following safety measures: 
 



 
 

Faith, hope, love… and the greatest of these is love - First Corinthians 13:13 

● No one with symptoms of COVID-19 will be permitted to participate 
● Anyone who has high risk health issues or is generally not feeling well (e.g., has fever, 

coughing, etc.) is advised to stay home and worship online. 
● Wearing of masks will be optional 
● Social distancing when sitting (outside of your family unit) will be maintained 
● Passing of the Peace will be no touch 
● Communion will be served with individual cups and a pouring chalice.  We will have 

gluten-free and pre-packaged individual portions available in case needed. 
 
As the summer progresses and we move closer to the time of holding indoor worship, we will 
provide additional guidance, based on information available at that time. 
 
Also, we have had a 6 person limit inside the church building for some time.  Effective 
immediately, the limit for people in the building has been raised to 12.  If you are 
vaccinated, wearing a mask is optional.  However, if you are not vaccinated, you are 
required to wear a mask. 
 
We are excited and looking forward to worshipping together on a regular basis as of June 
27th, as we (hopefully) move toward returning to a world with fewer restrictions due to 
COVID-19. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
Messiah Lutheran Council 


